Direct lymphatic drainage from a melanoma on the back to paravertebral lymph nodes in the thorax.
Preoperative lymphoscintigraphy with Tc-99m antimony sulfide colloid was performed in a patient with cutaneous melanoma on the lower back just to the right of the midline. There was direct lymphatic drainage to paravertebral nodes in the chest on the right side at the level of the sixth and seventh thoracic vertebrae. There was also drainage directly to the right groin and via a series of interval nodes to the right axilla. Knowledge of the presence of such drainage may influence the surgical management of patients.